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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 85 
August 14, 2018 

6:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Andy 

Rorie.  In Attendance: Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner Greg Hesse, Fire Chief Tony 

Nielsen, Assistant Chief Lonnie Rash, District Secretary Carol Trescott, members of the public and 

members of the District.  Commissioner Lee Boling’s absence was excused. 

  

INTRODUCTIONS AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Resolutions 18-05 and 18-06:  A motion was made by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by 

Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve Resolution 18-05, Regular Board of Fire Commissioner 

Meeting Location Change (August, 2018 at Station 85); and Resolution 18-06, Regular Board of 

Fire Commissioners Meeting Location Change (September, 2018 at Station 84).  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to 

approve the Agenda as presented.  The Motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  The Motion carried unanimously.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Oath of Office –FTEs: Chief Nielsen introduced the District’s three new full-time employees, 

all recent graduates of the Spokane Regional Recruit Academy: Firefighter Paramedic Jack Collins, 

Firefighter Paramedic Blaine Holman, and Firefighter EMT Jeff Higgins.  The Chief administered the 

Firefighters Oath of Office to each new member.  Collins, Holman, and Higgins presented Chief 

Nielsen with a metal sign in appreciation of the District’s support. 

 

B. CPR Save Recognition:  In February, crews from E81, E82, and Spokane E14 were training 

together at Station 81 when they received an Echo call (cardiac arrest).  Upon arrival at the scene they 

found an adult female in full arrest.  Captain Todd Wood initiated timekeeping and recording and 

spoke with the patient’s family; Chief Tom Hatley remained with the family to secure additional 

information; Firefighter Paramedic Meg Williams ran EMS operations; Firefighter Brad Mertens was 

in charge of the patient’s airway; Firefighter Paramedic Jack Collins was in charge of drawing up 

medications; Firefighter EMTs Pete Flatt and Lt. Kris Cress were in charge of chest compressions.  

After several minutes they were able to bring pulses back and the patient was transported to an area 

hospital.  She and her family later visited Station 81 to express their thanks.  Chief Nielsen said 

everyone performed their assignment very well and he presented each member with a certificate and a 
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CPR Save pin.  Spokane E14’s crew was unable to attend the presentation but the Chief acknowledged 

the efforts of their crew, Brad Cassell, Tucker Williams, and Christopher Langus.   

 

C. Social Media Policy: Chief Nielsen reported Lt. J. Wilkins has agreed to serve as the District’s 

Social Media Administrator.  Lt. Wilkins recommended several revisions to the District’s Social 

Media Policy; all changes were reviewed by legal counsel, Brian Snure.  The Board received a red-

line policy showing all suggested changes, an updated Staff Report, and a Social Media Action Plan.  

The Chief asked the Board to review and consider approval of the revised Social Media policy. 

 

Chief Nielsen said he had received no comments from Commissioner Boling relative to the revised 

policy. 

 

Page 13 of the policy states “on-duty personnel shall be trained in, and understand the consequences 

(i.e. loss of privacy, public records requests, etcetera) of using non-District owned imaging devices.  

Personnel may use non-District owned imaging devices to further the mission, vision, and values of 

the District in conjunction with the approved social media action plan as they choose”.  Commissioner 

Rorie said that statement does not capture images taken by off-duty personnel who may be at a scene 

and gain access as a Fire District employee.  Those images would also belong to the Fire District. 

 

Chief Nielsen said the policy also references on-duty personal in several areas of the policy. 

 

Commissioner Rorie suggested revising “on-duty” to read “on-duty, and in some circumstances, off-

duty”. 

 

Chief Nielsen will make the change/s referencing personnel and post the policy for 30-day review.  

 

Motion made by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by Commissioner Rorie: Move to approve the 

Social Media Policy as altered.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT 

A. Maintenance/Shop Update: Chief Rash reported he is continuing to split his time between 

HR/Operations and Maintenance.  The District is still contracting with KMB and Terry’s for 

maintenance and repairs.  Because it is KMB’s busy season Kim has only been available to work in 

the District three and a half of the last 30 days.  Light duty personnel have provided significant help 

running apparatus and parts.  To-date, no part-time personnel have signed up for the maintenance 

assistant work.  Chief Rash said part-time firefighters are needed during the summer months in 

firefighter positions and the part-time maintenance assistant program has not yet come to fruition.  The 

priority is to fill open firefighter slots and there are not enough part-time personnel to do both.  

 

Chief Rash will continue to send out weekly maintenance updates District-wide. 

 

B. CCC Integration Update:  No report; no update since the last meeting 

 

C. Station 82 Generator Update: Chief Rash reviewed the process to-date relative to the Station 

82 generator project:  The project was posted for bid, however, no bids were received; staff worked 

with legal counsel to ensure all obligations of the bid process were met; staff then contacted Valley 

Electric to request a bid; the District is attempting to solicit three bids.  Eight contractors were 

contacted; one bid has been received; one bid is expected the following day; the remaining six 

declined or did not return calls.  
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Chief Nielsen asked the Board if they would like him to return to them when the other bid/s come in,  

or determine the lowest most responsive bidder and move forward with the project. 

 

Commissioner Rorie and Commissioner Hesse were comfortable directing staff to move forward with 

the generator project once a second bid is received. 

   

D. 2019 M & O Levy Renewal:  Chief Nielsen put together a committee to advise the Board on a 

date for the levy renewal request.  Thirteen people have expressed an interest in participating in the 

meeting including four citizens from across the District.  The first meeting is scheduled for August 

28th at Station 82 beginning at 7:00 pm. 

 

E. Johns Belmont Fire Update:  On July 21st there was a fire start on Belmont Road near the 

gun range.  It burned approximately 101 acres; preliminary costs from DNR at closeout were 

$353,000; the cost to the District was approximately $30,000.  DNR and District 8 are going to 

attempt to seek reimbursement.  The fire is still under investigation by the lead agency, DNR.  Chief 

Nielsen said he doesn’t anticipate hearing anything back on the cause until September.  Subsequent to 

the fire, a group of citizens from the area signed a petition and filed a complaint with Spokane County 

Building and Planning.   As a result of their work, a meeting is scheduled with Commissioner Kuney 

on Wednesday, August 15th, 11:00 am in the Commissioners Conference Room; Chief Nielsen and 

DNR have been asked to attend. Chief Nielsen said the District is in a tough position as all 

enforcement authority lies with Building and Planning.  The Fire District has no enforcement authority 

and has been stringently advised by legal counsel that it is unable to get involved in the issue.   

 

The District has received several Public Records Requests relative to activity near the gun range.  One 

requestor has asked for all records relative to fire and inspections from 1982 to present. 

 

F. 2019 Healthcare Increase:  Chief Nielsen reported healthcare costs are going up 15% in 

2019; there will be no increase in dental premiums.  This is the biggest increase he has seen and he 

believes healthcare costs may be a topic of discussion at the October Washington Fire Commissioners 

Association Conference.  WFCA is citing increased usage in the last 18 months as a factor in the 

increase.  Chief Nielsen said the healthcare increase will add $100,000+ to the 2019 Budget.   

 

G. Mobile Data Computers (MDCs): Chief Nielsen was advised on June 22nd that two tablet 

computers were missing; one from E86 and one from E87.  Both apparatus had gone in for 

maintenance and rotated through the District.  Notification was sent District-wide but neither 

computer was found.  Per District policy, the State Auditor was notified that the equipment was lost or 

stolen.  New control measures have been implemented in order to prevent lost or stolen equipment 

when vehicles go to a facility for repair or maintenance.  Estimated cost of each table is $499.   

 

H. 2019 Budget Workshop:    By Resolution a budget workshop is to be held each September.  

The 2109 Budget Workshop will be Tuesday, September 18th at Station 82.  Chief Nielsen will 

present a draft budget in October and the Board is to adopt the 2019 budget in November. 

 

I. Apparatus Incident:  Two of the District’s apparatus were involved in an accident at National 

Night Out on August 7th.  An attack truck was parked behind an engine and when it went to leave it 

caught the mirror of the attack on the ladder rack of the engine. Substantial damage occurred to the 

driver’s side door of the attack and to the ladder rack of the engine.  The estimated cost for repairs is 

$7,000.  Staff is currently going through all procedures required for an accident investigation.    

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Various attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 Kevin Miller thanked the District for its response at the Belmont fire.  Mr. Miller has lived 

across the street from the gun range for 28 years and said he was satisfied after hearing the 

update on the issue.  Miller said everyone in the neighborhood had positive comments on how 

personnel got in front of the fire and saved the Sheard house.  They are proud of the work that 

was done.     

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Chief Long is facilitating a wildfire preparedness workshop for the Valleyford community on 

August 30th at Station 82, beginning at 6:00 pm.  Discussion will encompass evacuation plans, 

recent local fires, and how to better defend property against wildfire. 

 Chief Nielsen received notification from the US Department of Justice, Public Safety Officers 

Benefits Office that the line of duty death benefit for Firefighter Doug Archer was approved.  

His beneficiary will receive the full PSOB benefit. FF Archer passed away from a heart attack 

after responding to two calls on November 28, 2016.     

 The next Board of Fire Commissioners regular meeting will be Tuesday, September 11, 2018, 

at Station 84, beginning at 6:00 pm. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

A Motion was made by Commissioner Hesse and seconded by Commissioner Rorie: Move to 

adjourn the regular meeting at 6:45 pm.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

              Andrew V. Rorie, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 

Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


